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SHOSHONE PONDS INSTANT STUDY AREA

1.  THE STUDY AREA - 1,240 acres

The Shoshone Ponds Natural Area is located approximately 40 road miles southeast of Ely, Nevada in
White Pine County and contains 1,240 acres of public land.  The study area is bordered on the southeast
by private lands.  Public lands comprise the remainder of the study area boundary.   

The Shoshone Ponds area was designated a Natural Area in 1970 for the protection of several species of
fish listed as threatened or endangered.  These fish were acquired from various locations in southeastern
Nevada and transplanted into artificial ponds built specifically to provide habitat for these fish populations. 

The Shoshone Ponds Natural Area was inventoried along with the 1,400 acre roadless review area
NV-040-180 during an early special inventory conducted in conjunction with the Intermountain Power
Project. That inventory found that the review area met the wilderness act criteria for naturalness, but lacked
outstanding opportunities for either solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation. 

 2.  RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE -       0 acres recommended for wilderness
         1,240 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The Shoshone Ponds Natural Area and its contiguous roadless acreage were determined to lack the
wilderness characteristics of outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. 
The wilderness instant study area was recommended for release from further wilderness consideration and
the roadless area was not designated as a wilderness study area.

The long and short term effects of releasing Shoshone Ponds Natural Area from interim management
protection would be that all uses which were previously compatible with the natural area would continue to
be permitted.  The area is expected to remain in a natural condition because of the continuing need to
protect the fish populations and their habitat.

3.  WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A.  Naturalness:  The landscape character in general remains natural.  The intrusions noted are located
primarily in the northeastern portion of the study area and are associated primarily with the water
developments.  These include a water well, small artificial ponds and a livestock exclosure fence.  Other
intrusions include a highway, access roads and ways, a stock pond, and historical ruins. 

B.  Solitude:  Opportunities for solitude are limited due to the flat terrain, low vegetation and small size of
the Natural Area.  These factors combine to limit the ability of the visitor to avoid others or the sights and
sounds of traffic and ranching activities.  Opportunities for solitude are not considered to be outstanding in
this area.

C.  Primitive and Unconfined Recreation:  Hiking, camping, nature study and photography are some of
the activities which occur in this area, but neither the diversity nor quality of these activities are considered
outstanding.

D.  Special Features:  Small ponds and artesian wells were developed in this area to provide habitat for
threatened and endangered fish.  One species of endangered fish continues to exist within the ponds.  

The study area also contains remnants of a Civilian Conservation Corps Camp built during the 1930's. 
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Physical remnants of the camp include an earthen structure once used as a swimming and bathing pool
and a stone bordered pathway which delineates the living quarters and parade grounds of the camp.

Rocky mountain juniper thrives in the wet meadows of the study area.  This is a tree species uncommon to
Nevada and found primarily in wet, upland drainages of mountain slopes.  The marshy area created by the
developed water source attracts wildlife and enhances vegetation diversity.

4.  MANAGEABILITY:  

The area is not manageable as wilderness due to its small size, the lack of natural boundaries and the
limited wilderness character.

5.  ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

A minerals report from the U.S. Bureau of Mines and the U.S. Geological Survey was not prepared for this
study area.  The potential for the occurrence of oil and gas resources within the study area is considered to
be high.  The potential for other resources is considered to be low or no potential for occurrence.

6.  SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC COMMENTS

The Shoshone Ponds Natural Area was inventoried along with the 1,400 acre roadless review area during an
early special inventory conducted in conjunction with the Intermountain Power Project.  A public meeting
was held in Ely, Nevada on November 14, 1978 to describe the findings of the special inventory and to invite
public comment.  A 90-day public comment review period was held from November 19, 1978 to February 16,
1979.  Meetings were also held in Reno and Las Vegas, Nevada during the public comment period.

No public comment was received during the public review period regarding the Shoshone Ponds Natural
Area or the roadless area NV-040-180.  

 


